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Abecedarian-* n.f [from the names of a, b, e, the thre- 
fi’rff letters of the alphabet] He that teaches or learns the 
alphabet, or firft rudiments of literature* 

This word is ufed by Wood hi his Athena Oxonimfes, where 
mentioning Farnaby the critic, he relates, that, in fomc part 
of his life, he was reduced to follow the trade of an abece- 
darian by bis misfortunes* 

A'bkcedary* adj , [See Abecedarian-] 

1. Belonging to the alphabet* 

2. Inferibed with the alphabet* 

I bis is pretended from the fympathy of two needles 
touched with the load It one, and placed in the center of two 
abecedary circles, or rings of letters, deferibed round about 
them, one friend keeping one, and another the other, and 
agreeing upon an hour wherein they will communicate. 

Browns Vulgar Errours, b.u c. 2. 

Abf'd* adv. [from a, for at. See (A,) and Bed*] In bed* 

It was a fhame for them to mar their complexions, yea and 
conditions too, with long lying abed : and that, when fhe was 
of their age, fhe trowed, Ihe would have made a handker- 
chief by that time efi day. Sidney* b* it* 

She has not been abed, but in her chapel 
All night devoutly watch'd, and brib'd the faints 
With prayers for her deliverance* Dr yd. Span. Friar. 

Aberr ance, n. f [from aberro, Lat* to wander from the 
right way.] A deviation from the right way ; ail errourj a 
miftake \ a falfc opinion* 

Could a man be compofed to fuch an advantage of conftitu- 
tion, that it fhould not at all adulterate the images of his mind ; 
vet this feeond nature would alter the crafts or his undemand- 
ing, and render n as obnoxious to aberraiues, as now. 

GlanviUe s Sceffs Sdeniifica, c. 16. 

Aberrancy. The fome with Aberrance. 

They do not only iwarm with errors, but vices depending 
thereon. Thus they commonly affe&no man any farther than 
he deferts his reafoji, or Complies with their aberrancies. 

Brown s Vulgar Err ours, Li. c. 3. 

Aht/rr ant. adj . [from aberrant} Lat.] Deviating, wandering 
from the right or known way. Did. 

Aberrant ion. n .[ [from aberratio, Lat.] Thcaclof devia- 
ting from the common track* 

And if it be a miftake, it is only fo; there is no herefy in 
fuch an harmlcfs aberration ; at the World, with the ingenuous, 
the probability of it will render h a lapfe of cafy pardon. 

Glatwillt $ Scepfs Scicntiftca, c. if. 

Abe'rring* part . [from the verb aberr, of aberro, Lat ] Wan- 
dering, going aftray* 

Though there were a fatality in this year, yet divers were, 
and others might be, out in their account, a! erring fever ol ways 
from the true and juft compute, and calling that one year, 
which perhaps might be another. 

Brown's Vulgar Err ours, k iv. c. 1 2, 
Of the verb aberr I have found no example. 

To Aberu'ncat e. v. a [averutuo, Lat-] To pull up by the 
roots; to extirpate utterly* Diet. 

To ABE T. v. a. [from her an, Sax. Cgrufytng to enkindle or 
animate.] To puih forward another, to fupport him in his de- 
llgiisby connivance, encouragement, or help. Iris generally 
taken, at leaft by modern writers, in an ill fenfe; as may be 
feen in Abetter, 

To abet fignifieth, in our common law, as much as to encou- 
rage or fet on* CqwcL 

l hen ftiall I foon, quoth he, return again, 

Abu that virgin’s caufe dtfconfolate, 

And fliortly back return unco this place. 

To walk this way in pilgrim’s poor effotc. Fairy Li, 
A widow who by iolemn voWS, 

Contraftcd to me, for my fpoufe, 

Combin’d with him to break her word. 

And has abetted all* — Hudibrm, p. iii. cant. 3. 

Men lay fo great weight upon their being of right opinions, 
and their eager nefs of abetting them, that they account that 
the umim necdlariuin. Decay of Piety, 

In the reign of king Charles the firft, though that prince 
was married to a daughter of France, and w,b per fan ally be- 
loved and c deemed in the French court ; it k well kn wn that 
they abetted both parties in the civil war, and always furmlhed 
fupplies to the weaker fide, leaft there Ihould be an end put to 
thefe fatal divifions* Addifon * Freeholder, N 7 28. 

Aura r men t. n. f The a<ft of abetting. Diet. 

A r e T r h R , or AhjFtt ok . n.f He that abets ; tlie fupporter 
or encourager of another. 

\ou (hall be ftill plain Torrifmond with me, 

Thfi abettor ^ partner, (if you like the name) 

The hufbaud of a tyrant, but no king ; 

Till you deferve that title by your juftice* 

Dry den's Spanijh Friar. 
TVhilftthis fin of calumny has two fuch potent abetters, wc 
arc not to wonder at its growth : as long as men are malicious 
and dcllgning, they will be traducing. Govern * of the Tongue. 

I hefe and the like, confi derations, though they may have no 
influence on the hcadftrong unruly multitude, ought to fink 


into the minds of thofe who arc their abettors, and who* if 
they eficape the piuufhment here due to them, mult very We jj 
know, that tilde level al mifehiefs will be one day hud to their 
charge* Addifon , Freeholder, N 

Abeyance* n.f [from the French ah oyer, allatrare, to bark 
at] This word, in Littleton, cap. Difcontinuauec, is this 
ufed* The right of fee-fimple lieth in abeyance, when it is a n 
only in the remembrance, intendment, and confideration 0 f 
the law* The frank tenement of the glebe of the parfona^ 
is in no man during the time that the parfonage is void, haul 
in abeyance. # Ccu/A 

Abgrega'tion* n.f [abgregaiio, Lat.] A reparation from the 
flock. ^ 

To ABHOR, v , a > [a bhorreo, Lat*] To hate with acrimony \ 
to deleft to extremity; to loath. 

Whilft l was big In clamour, came there a man, 

Who having fecit me in my worfer flate, 

ShunnM my abhorrd lociety* Sbakefpsars K, Lear 

To whom thus Michael ; Juftly thou abhor rjl 
That fon, who on the quiet ftateof men 
Such trouble brought, affedling to fubdue 
Rational liberty. Milt. Farad* LojJ y b. xii . }, -q 4 

The felf-fame thing they will abhor i ** 

One way, and long another for, Hudtbras, p. j. cant. r. 
A church of England man abhors the humour of the age, in 
delighting to fling fcandals upon the clergy in general , which 
befides the difgracc to the reformation, and to religion itfelf 
caft an ignominy upon the kingdom that it doth not deferve* 
Swift on the Sentiments of a Church of England man. 
Abho'jrrfnce* n. f [from abhor.} 
l * The aft of abhorring, deteftation* 

It draws upon him the juft and univerfa! hatred and abhor- 
rence of all men here ; and, finally, fubjefts him to the wrath 
of God, and eternal damnation hereafter. South's Set nu 

2* The difpofirion to abhor, hatred* 


He knew well that even a juft and necefthry ofFence does, by 
giving men acquaintance with war, take off force what from 
the abhorrence of it, and infenfibly difpofc them to farther hofti- 
l ities* Decay of Piety, 

Aeho'rrency* n. f The fame with Abhorrence* 

The firft tendency to any injuftiee that appears, muft be 
fupprefled with a fhow of wonder and abhotnney in the parents 
and governours* Loch on Education^ § 1 10* 

Aijho'rrent. adj . [ from abhor ] 

1. Struck with abhorrence* 

■ — — — For if the worlds 


In worlds inclos’d would on his fenfes burft, 

He would abhorrent turn* Tbmfen’s Summer, L 3 ro* 

2* Contrary to, foreign, mconfiftent With* It is ufed with the 
particles from or to, but more properly with from. 

This I conceive to be an hypothefis, well worthy a rational 
belief ; and yet is it fo abhorrent from the vulgar, that they 
would as foon believe Anaxagoras, that fnow is black, as him 
that fhould affirm it is not white ; and if any fhould in effect 
aftert, that the fire is not formally hot, it would be thought 
that the heat of his brain had fitted him for Anticyra, and that 
his head were fo to mad nefs. Ghrmlles Sapfs Sclent, c. 12. 
Why then thefe foreign thoughts of fate employments. 
Abhorrent to your funfiion and your breeding? 

Poor droning truants of unpraftrs’d cells. 

Bred in the fcllowlhip of beard Ids boys. 

What wonder is it if you know not men ? 

Dry dm* s Don Sdaflian. 

Abhor rer* n. f [from abhm\} The perfen that abhors; a 
hater, detefter* 

! he reprefentatives of the lower clergy were railed at, for 
difputing the power of the bifliops, by the known abherrers of 
epifcopacy, and abided for doing nothing in the convocations, 
by thefe very men who wanted to bind up their hands. 

Swift. Examiner, N a 2 r. 

Abho'rrtng* The objeft of abhorrence. This feeros not to 
be the proper life of the participial noun. 

And they ftuill go forth, and look upon the carcafes of the 
men that have tranfgrcffed againft me : for their worm fhali 
not die, neither fhalj their fire be quenched, and they ftiall be 
an abhorring unto all flefh. Ifawk, Ixvi. 44. 

To A U I DE* v. ti. I abode or abid* [from bibian, or aubibian. 
Sax.] 

1* To dwell in a place, not remove* 

Thy fervant became furety for the hd unto my father, Ly- 
ing, if I bring him not unto thee, then I fhall bear the blame 
to my father for ever* Now therefore I pray thee, let thy fer- 
vant abide inftead of the lad, a bondman to my lord ■ and let 
the lad go up with his brethren* Gen. xllv. 32, 33. 

2* To dwell* 


The Marquis Dorfet, as I hear, is fled 
To Richmond, in tlie parts where he abides* 

Shakefp. Richard HI* 

3. To remain, not ceafc or fail* 

They that truff in the Lord fhall be as mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed, but abukth for ever* Pfeilm exxv. r. 
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fli Thuff who apply themfelves to learning, arc forced to ac- 
Vnowledce one God, incorruptible and unbegotten ; who s 
t ° true bcine, and abides for ever above the highelt 

Wens! from Iff f «* f^CsZtSS 

and earth. Stilling/ DefincevfDtjc. an Ram, Idola - 

1 ncre can be no ftudy without time ; and the mind muft 

abldi and dwell upon things, or he always a Stranger to the n - 


in heaven 


i 


lide of theni. 
7'o wait for. 


^ attend, wait upon, await; ufed ot 

dwell »rf oipedling 

thU1 ^Home is he brought, and laid in fumptuous bed, 

Where manv Ikiftul leedhes him abiaty 
To falvc his hurts. Fairy h ; l - canU S '^ an *’ 7 * 

While lions war, and battle for their dens 
Pool harmlefs lambs abide their emnity.S^yp./A <•' L A 3 - 
Bonds and affliflions abide me. . y/t ‘ J XX ' 

£ To be.ir or fupport the confequences of a tfi i ng. 

Ah me ! they little know 

How Jarir I *“* ISfc, P „. ujl, l. iv. /. 8 7. 

7 , To bear or fupport, without being conquered or de^ed. 
But die Lord he is the true God, he is the In me trod, anl 
an everlafting king : At his wrath the earth fhall tremble, and 
the nations fhall not be able to abide his indignation, fir. *• ■ 

It muft be allowed a fair preemption tn favour oi the truth 
of my doftrines, that they have abid a very ri orous teft now 
for above thirty years, ftand yet him ; and the longer and 
more ftriaiy they are look’d into, the more they are confirmed 
to this very day. . Woodwfd, Letter l. 

S. To bear without averfion ; in which fenfe it is commonly 
ufed with a negative. 

Thou can’ll not abide Tindatcs ; tins is but love of thy 


felf. 


Thy vile race, 


b. li. 


A B J 

a, Deftitute, mean and defpicable ; uied ot a&iom. 

To what bafe ends, and by what a yeii ways* 

Are mortals urg'd thro’ lacred lull ot praife. 

6 pope i EJfay cn Cnttajm . 

The rapine is fo ahjeR and profane, 

They not from trifles, noi from gods refrain. 

• Dryden s Juvenal, 0 / 7 /. 3 . 

A'bjfct. n.f A man without hope; a man whole ® l!enes 

are irretrievable* , , * ^ 

But in mine adverfity they rejoiced, and gathered tU - 

felves together : yea, the abjtih gathered them lei va 
againft me, and 1 knew it not j they did tear me, and cea.ed 

To n A8JE'cT. n- iabjicio, Lat.] To throw away. A word 

Aeje'ctj-dnfss. v.f [from 'ab/ei.] The ftate of an ablecb. 
He would lov e at no Id's rate than death ; and, from the fu- 
pereminent height of glory, Hooped and abafed himidf to the 
fufferance f the extremeft of indignities, and funk hi mfelf 

the bottom of abjcSiednefs, to exalt our condition to the con- 

^ „ Boyle s Works * 

trarv extreme. , ^ _ < , 

Abjecticn* n.f [from abjedf.} Meannefe oi mind; vrant 

of fpirit; fci*vility ; bafencis* , , 

That tills Ihould be termed bafenefs, ahpefttm of mind, or 
facility, is it credible ? Hooker, L v. § 47 * 

Now the juft medium of this cafe lies betwixt the pride anti 
the abji£fi&h the two extremes* ^ ^ Ejlrange* 

A^j f cti y. adv. [from abjecld} In an abject manner, meanly , 

bafdy, fendlely, contemptibly. 
jec ness. n. J . [from abjedf.} The tame with abjection ^ 

fervilitv, mean nefs. * i j * 

Servility and abjifintfs of humour is impl lately involved m 

the charge of lying; the condefcendmg to that being arnaik 


of a difingenuous fpirit* 


Government of the Tbngue, § 8* 


Though thou didft learn, bad that in T t, which good natures 
Could not abide to be with ; therefore waft thou 
Deferred ly confin’d into this rock* Shakefp. Tempejh 

9* To bear or fuffer* 

That chief (rejoin'd the God) his race derives 
From Ithaca, and wond'rous woes forvives ; 

Laerte^ fon ; girt with circumfluous tides 
He ftill calamitous confti tint abides Pope s Odyjf b. iv* /* 7 50* 
10* It is ufed with the particle with before a perfon, and at or in 
before a place* 

It is better that I give her to thee, than that I Ihould give 
her to another man : Abide with me- Gen. xxix, 19* 

f or thy fervant vowed a vow, while I abode at Gefhur in 
Syria, faying, if the Lord LhaJl bring me again indeed to Je- 
rufaJem, then I will ferve the Lord. 2 Sam. xv* 

ri* It is ufed with by before a thing; as, to abide by his tefti- 
mony to abide by his own ftill ; that is, to rely upon them ; to 
abide by an opinion ; to maintain it \ to abide by a man is alfo, 
to defend or fupport him But thefe forms are fometbing low* 

Of die participle abid, I have found only the example in 
Woodward* 

AbFder. n*f [from abide.] The perfon that abides or dwells 
in a place ; perhaps that lives or endures. A word little in ufe* 
Abi'dinc* n.f [from abide.] Continuance* 

We are ftrangers before thee and fajourners, as were all our 
father* : our days on the earth are as a fttadow, and there is 
none abiding. 1 Chi on. xxix. 1 5. 

The air in that re:ion is fo violently removed, and carried 
about with fuch fwiftnefs, as nothing in that place can confift 
or have abiding. RawleigF s Hijiovy of the World * 

A BJEC F. adj. [abjePus, Lat* thrown away as of no value.] 

1, Mean, or worthlefs, fpoken of perfons* 

That rebellion 
Came like itfelf In bafe and abject routs, 

Led on by bloody youth goaded with rage. 

And countenanc’d by boys and beggary* Shakefp. Hen. IV. 
Honeft men, who tell their fovereigns what they expeft 
from them, and what obedience they ftiall be always ready to 
pay them, arc not upon an equal foot with fuch bafe and abjeft 
flatterers ; and are therefore always in danger of being the laft 
in the royal favour. ' Addifon s Whig Examiner, 

2* Contemptible, or of no value; ufed of things. 

I was at firft, as other beafts that graze 
The troden herb, of abjedl thoughts and low. 

Milt. Paradife Loft, b. ix* L 571* 
3. Without hope or regard ; ufed of condition. 

The rarer thy example Hands, 

By how much from the top of vvondVous glorv, 

Strongeft of mortal men, 

To loweft pitch of aijeU fortune thou art falfn* 

Milton s Sam fon Agon sfes. 
We fee man and woman in the hlghcft innocence and 
perfection, and in the moft abjeti ftate of guilt and infirmity* 
y ^ j Addifon. Spectator/ N° 273. 


Sidney, b. L 


By humility I mean not the abjeBnefs of a bafe mind : but a 
prudent care not to over-value ourfefres upon any account* 

Greuf s Cojmohgia Sacra, b * ii* c. 7* 

Ability* n.f [Habilete, Fr*] 

1. The power to do anything, whether depending upon or 
riches, or firength, or any other quality. 

Of finging thou haft got the reputation, 

Good Thyrlis, mine i yield to thy ability ; 

My heart doth feck another elfrmatlon. 

If aught in my ability may fierce 
To heighten what thou fiufferift, and appeafie 
Thy mind with what amends is in my pow'r. 

Milton's Samp fon Agonijln, L 744* 

They gave after their ability unto the treafure of the woik. 

Ezra ii* 69, 

If any man minifter^ let him do it as of the slnhty which 
God giveth ; that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jefus thrift* X Pet. ir* ri. 

2. Capacity* 

Children in whom there was no blemifh, but well-favoured, 
and ftilful In all wifdorti, and cunning in knowledge, and tin- 
derftanding fcience, and fuch as had ability in them to ftand in 
the king’s palace- Dan. 1* 4* 

3. W hen it has the plural number, abilities, it frequently fignifies 
the faculties or powers of the mind, and feme times the force of 
underftanding given by nature, as diltlnguilhed from acquired 
qualifications* 

Wherever we find our abilities too weak for the performance, 
he a fibres us of the iffillance of his holy fpirit* Rogti s's Sermons* 
Whether it may be thought neceffary, that in certain trails 
of country, like what we call parilhes, there Ihould be one 
man, at leaft , of abilities to read and write ? 

Swift's Arguments agairfl aboliflmg Glnrijliardiy. 
Abintestate, adj. [of ah, from, and int flatus, Lat-] A 
term of law, implying him that inherits from a man, who, 
though he had the powei to make a will, yet did not make it. 

To A' 0 jug ate* v. a * [a/jugo, Lat*] To unyoke, to un- 
couple. Did. 

To ARJU'RE. v. a. [abjure, Lat.] 

1 . To call off upon oath, to (wear not to do fomething. 

Either to die the death, or to abjure 

For ever the fociety of man. Shakfp .Midfum. Night's Dream. 
No man, therefore, that hath not abjured his rcafon, and 
fworn allegiance to a preconceived fantaftical hypothefis, can 
undertake the defence of fuch a fuppofition. 

Hale s Origin of Mankind. 

2* To retract, or recant, or abnegate ; a pofition upon oath. 
Abjur action, n. f [from abjure.} The ait of abjuring. The 
oath taken for that end. 

Until Henry VUL his time, if a man, having committed 
felony, could go into a church or church-yard, before he 
were apprehended, he might not he taken from thence to 
the ufual trial of law, but confefling his fault to die juftices, 
or to the coroner, gave his oath to forfake the realm for c.er, 
which was called abjuration. 

J here are feme abjurations ft ill in force among m here in 
England ; as, by the ftatute of the z 5th of king Charles II. oil 
perfons that are admitted into any office, civil vr military, 
C muft 



